ROMANIA



Geography

Area: 237,499 sq. km.); it is somewhat smaller than half of Spain.

Capital: Bucharest (pop. 2.02 million). 

Romania is in southeastern Europe at the north end of the Balkan peninsula, bordering Ukraine and Moldova to the north, Hungary to the northwest, Serbia to the southwest, Bulgaria to the south, and the Black Sea to the east. 

The Carpathian Mountains cover about one-third of the country; they surround the Transylvanian Plateau and divide it from the other two main regions: Moldavia in the northeast and Walachia in the south. The Transylvanian Alps in the central region contain the highest peak, Mount Moldoveanu. The eastern and southern regions are characterized by rolling plains.
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The Danube River stretches through the country for six hundred miles, forming its southern border with Serbia and Bulgaria and emptying into the Black Sea in the east. It is a source for irrigation and hydroelectric power.

Serious environmental problems include soil erosion and water and air pollution from unregulated industrial development. Because of economic hardship, the government has been slow to enforce laws that place restraints on industry.

History

Most of Romania was the Roman province of Dacia from about A.D. 100 to 271. From the 3rd to the 12th century, wave after wave of barbarian conquerors overran the native Daco-Roman population. Subjection to the first Bulgarian Empire (8th–10th century) brought Eastern Orthodox Christianity to the Romanians. 

By the 16th century, the main Romanian principalities of Moldavia and Walachia had become satellites within the Turkish Ottoman Empire, although they retained much independence. After the Russo-Turkish War of 1828–1829, they became Russian protectorates. The nation became a kingdom in 1881 after the Congress of Berlin.

At the start of World War I, Romania joined the Allied side and in 1916 declared war on the Central Powers. The armistice of Nov. 11, 1918, gave Romania vast territories from Russia and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, doubling its size. 

King Carol II was crowned in 1930 and transformed the throne into a royal dictatorship. In 1938, he abolished the democratic constitution of 1923. In 1940, the country was reorganized along Fascist lines, and the Fascist Iron Guard became the nucleus of the new totalitarian party. 

King Carol II dissolved parliament, granted the new prime minister, Ion Antonescu, full power, abdicated his throne, and went into exile.

Romania subsequently signed the Axis Pact on Nov. 23, 1940, and the following June joined in Germany's attack on the Soviet Union. About 270,000 Jews were massacred in Fascist Romania. 

It was invaded by the Soviet Army in Aug. 1944 and after the Nazi defeat, a Communist dictatorship was established. In 1955 Romania joined the Warsaw Treaty Organization and the United Nations.

Running a Stalinist police state from 1967–1989, Nicolae Ceausescu led the country to a serious economic crisis.  

An army-assisted rebellion in Dec. 1989 led to Ceausescu's overthrow, trial, and execution. Romania has since tried to establish a democratic political system.

Since December 1989, Romania has actively pursued a policy of strengthening relations with the West in general, more specifically with the U.S. and the European Union. Romania joined NATO in 2004, and in 2005 the EU approved the entry of Romania in 2007. Final acceptance into the EU was based on a number of reforms, including increased law enforcement and environmental measures and the protection of the rights of the Roma minority.

After joining the EU, the emigration flow to other EU countries (Italy, Spain) has dramatically increased. Romanians are now one of the larger immigrant communities in Spain.

Population

Population: 21.6 million (December 2006). Romania is the most populated country in the Balkan region.


Annual population growth rate: -0.3%. Low birth rate and emigration.

Life expectancy: men 67.61 yrs., women 74.9 yrs.


Ethnic groups: Romanians 89%, Hungarians 7.1%, Germans 0.5%, Ukrainians, Serbs, Croats, Russians, Turks, and Roma 2.5%. The Roma (Gypsies), who are scattered throughout the country, mostly in small camps on the outskirts of towns and cities, are in many ways culturally unassimilated.


Religions: Orthodox 86.8%, Roman Catholic 5%, Reformed Protestant, Baptist, and Pentecostal 5%, Greek Catholic (Uniate) 1 to 3%, Muslim 0.2%, Jewish less than 0.1%.


Languages: Romanian (official). It is a Latin language, connected to Spanish, French or Italian. Other languages--Hungarian, German.


The labor force consists of 9.6 million people, of whom 37 percent work in agriculture, 34 percent in industry, and 29 percent in services. The unemployment rate is 11 percent, and 22 percent of the population lives below the poverty line.
Economy


Gross Domestic Product (2006): $122.3 billion.
Annual GDP growth rate (2006): +7.7%; +5.8% (Jan.-June 2007). 


GDP per capita (2006): $5,662.


Natural resources: Oil, timber, natural gas, coal, salt, iron ore.


Employment Structure: 

· Primary sector (2006): Percent of GDP--8.0%. Products--corn, wheat, potatoes, oilseeds, vegetables, livestock, fish, and forestry.

· Secondary sector: Percent of GDP--30.9%


· Industry (2006): Percent of GDP--23.9%. Types--machine building, mining, construction materials, metal production and processing, chemicals, food processing, textiles, clothing. Industrial output increased by 7.1% in 2006 and 6.1% in Jan.-June 2007.

· Construction (2006): Percent of GDP--7.0%


· Tertiary sector Services (2006): Percent of GDP--61.1%.


Trade: 
· Exports (2006)--$32.3 billion; (Jan.-June 2007): $18.6 billion. Types--textiles, chemicals, light manufactures, wood products, fuels, processed metals, machinery and equipment. 
Major markets—EU, Turkey  and Turkey.

· Imports (2006)--$50.9 billion; (Jan.-June 2007): $31.3 billion. 
Types--machinery and equipment, textiles, fuel, coking coal, iron ore, machinery and equipment, and mineral products. Imports from the U.S. (2006)--$1.2 billion; (Jan.-June 2007): $414.1 million. 
Major suppliers-- EU, Turkey and US.
Further information on 
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