Philippines (Republic of the)




GEOGRAPHY (taken from CIA World Factbook):

Area: 300,000 sq km (slightly larger than the state of Arizona in the U.S.A)


Capital: Manila

Location: Southeastern Asia, archipelago (series of 7,017 islands) between the Philippine Sea and the South China Sea, east of Vietnam.

Terrain: mostly mountains with narrow to extensive coastal lowlands

Natural Resources: Timber, petroleum, nickel, cobalt, silver, gold, salt, copper

Natural Hazards: the archipelago lies on a typhoon belt and is usually affected or directly hit by about 20 major storms per year. The islands are also high-risk areas for landslides, active volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis.

Environmental Issues: Deforestation, air and water pollution in major urban centers, pollution of coastal mangrove swamps that are important fish breeding grounds. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (adapted from CIA World Factbook): 

The Philippine Islands became a Spanish colony during the 16th century. Control over the islands was given to the US in 1898 following the Spanish-American War. In 1935 the Philippines became a self-governing commonwealth. In 1942 the islands fell under Japanese occupation during World War II, and US forces and Filipinos fought together during 1944-45 to regain control. On 4 July 1946 the Republic of the Philippines declared its independence from the United States. The 20-year rule of Ferdinand Marcos was marked by widespread poverty and corruption, and ended in 1986, when a "people power" movement in Manila ("EDSA 1") forced him into exile and installed Corazon Aquino as president. There were several coup attempts during Aquino´s presidency, which prevented a return to full political stability and economic development. Fidel Ramos was elected president in 1992 and his administration was marked by greater stability and progress on economic reforms. Joseph Estrada was elected president in 1998, but was succeeded by his vice-president after an impeachment trial on corruption charges broke down and another "people power" movement ("EDSA 2") demanded his resignation. Macapagal Arroyo was elected to a six-year term as president in May 2004. 

CURRENT POLITICAL CLIMATE (adapted from CIA World Factbook and Permanent Mission website):

The Philippines today is a democratic and republican state with a presidential form of government as provided under the 1987 Philippine Constitution. 

One of the country's uniquely decentralized local governments is the Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). The ARMM was created by law to allow the four provinces of Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao in the southern island of Mindanao to have an autonomous regional government.

The Philippine government faces threats from three terrorist groups, but in 2006 and 2007 the government had some major successes in capturing or killing key wanted terrorists. Decades of Muslim insurgency in the southern Philippines have led to a peace accord with one group and an ongoing cease-fire and peace talks with another. ¨The Philippines is one of the most westernized nations in Southeast Asia, a unique blend of eastern and western culture¨ (NationsOnline). 

The Philippines is one of the original 50 members of the United Nations. In recent years, the Philippines mission to the UN has been especially vocal about taking action on climate change (Permanent Mission website). The Philippines is a major non-NATO ally of the United States. 
POPULATION (adapted from CIA World Factbook and Permanent Mission website)
Population: about 91 million

Ethnic Groups: Tagalog 28.1%, Cebuano 13.1%, Ilocano 9%, Bisaya/Binisaya 7.6%, Hiligaynon Ilonggo 7.5%, Bikol 6%, Waray 3.4%, other 25.3% (2000 census)

Religion: More than 80% of the population is Roman Catholic. Other major religions include Muslim and Protestant.

Language: The national language is Filipino, which is based on the language of Tagalog, although there are at least one or two dialects spoken in every region. There are more than 87 languages and dialects in the country. English is also an official language both spoken and understood throughout the Philippines and used in business, government and schools.

Literacy: The literacy rate in the country is about 85%

Life expectancy at birth: 

total population: 70.51 years

male: 67.61 years

female: 73.55 years 

Population growth rate:

1.764% 
The labor force consists of 35.79 million people, of whom 36% work in agriculture, 15% in industry, and 49% in services. The unemployment rate is about 7.9% and about 40% of the population lives below the poverty line (however, this estimate is from 2001 and the economy has improved in the past 5 years).

ECONOMY


Gross Domestic Product (2006): $449.8 billion (U.S. is $13.6 trillion, Spain is $1.09 trillion)

GDP per capita: $5,000 (U.S. is $43,800, Spain is $27,400)

Employment Structure: 

Primary Sector as percent of GDP: 14.1%. sugarcane, coconuts, rice, corn, bananas, cassavas, pineapples, mangoes; pork, eggs, beef; fish

Secondary Sector as percent of GDP: 31.6%. electronics assembly, garments, footwear, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, wood products, food processing, petroleum refining, fishing

Tertiary Sector as percent of GDP: 54.2%

Trade

Major Exports: semiconductors and electronic products, transport equipment, garments, copper products, petroleum products, coconut oil, fruits

Export partners: US 18.3%, Japan 16.5%, Netherlands 10.1%, China 9.8%, Hong Kong 7.8%, Singapore 7.3%, Malaysia 5.6%, Taiwan 4.3% 

Main imports: electronic products, mineral fuels, machinery and transport equipment, iron and steel, textile fabrics, grains, chemicals, plastic

Import partners: US 16.3%, Japan 13.6%, Singapore 8.5%, Taiwan 8%, China 7.1%, South Korea 6.2%, Saudi Arabia 5.8%, Malaysia 4.1%, Thailand 4.1%, Hong Kong 4% (2006)

The Philippines also receives over half a billion dollars international organizations and individual countries. 

