	Geography
	Australia


	Origin: 
	· Aboriginal settlers arrived on the continent from Southeast Asia 

· 17th century the first Europeans began exploration

· 1770, Capt. James COOK took possession in the name of Great Britain. 

· Six colonies were created in the late 18th and 19th centuries; they federated and became the Commonwealth of Australia in 1901.  


	Location:
	Oceania, continent between the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean 

	Geographic coordinates:
	27 00 S, 133 00 E 

	Continent reference:
	Oceania 

	Area:
	total: 7,7 million sq km (a little smaller than the US)
world's smallest continent but sixth-largest country

	Climate:
	generally arid to semiarid; temperate in south and east; tropical in north 

	Natural hazards:
	cyclones along the coast; droughts and forest fires 

	Relief:
	mostly low plateau with deserts; fertile plain in southeast 

	Peaks:
	lowest point: Lake Eyre -15 m 
highest point: Mount Kosciuszko 2,229 m 

	Natural resources:
	bauxite, coal, iron, copper, tin, gold, silver, uranium, nickel, tungsten, mineral sands, lead, zinc, diamonds, natural gas, petroleum 

	Environment  issues:
	· soil erosion from industrial development and urbanization, 

· soil salinity due to the use of poor quality water

· desertification = danger for the natural habitat of many unique animal and plant species

· the Great Barrier Reef off the northeast coast, the largest coral reef in the world. Danger = increased shipping and tourism. 

· 


	Demography:
	

	Population:
	20,090,437 inhab. concentrated along the eastern and southeastern coasts

	Age structure:
	0-14 years: 19.8% 

15-64 years: 67.2% 

65 years and over: 12.9% 

	Birth rate (GBR):
	12.26 per thousand

	Death rate (GDR):
	7.44 per thousand 

	Natural growth rate:
	0.87%

	Life expectancy at birth:
	male: 77.52 years 
female: 83.4 years

	Total fertility rate:
	1.76 children per woman

	Ethnic groups:
	Caucasian 92%, Asian 7%, aboriginal and other 1% 

	Religions:
	Majority Catholic, Anglican, other Christian, Buddhist, Muslim

	Languages:
	English 79.1%, Chinese 2.1%, Italian 1.9%




	Economy
	Australia


	Features:
	· Australia has a capitalist economy

· Main economic activities: agricultural and manufacturing industries.

Main concerns include pollution, particularly  the effects on the ozone layer, and management and conservation of coastal areas, especially the Great Barrier Reef.

	Gross Domestic Product - per capita:
	 $30,700 

	Economic activities:
	agriculture: 3.4% 
industry: 28.2% 
services: 68.4%

	Unemployment rate:
	5.1%

	Agriculture - products:
	wheat, barley, sugarcane, fruits; cattle, sheep, poultry 

	Industries:
	mining, industrial and transportation equipment, food processing, chemicals, steel 

	Currency:
	Australian dollar (AUD) 


	Government
	


	Country name:
	Commonwealth of Australia 
 

	State type:
	democratic, federal-state system recognizing the British monarch as sovereign 

	Capital:
	Canberra 

	Administrative divisions:
	6 states and 2 territories: Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia; and 9 dependent areas

	Independence:
	1 January 1901 (federation of UK colonies) 

	National holiday:
	Australia Day, 26 January (1788) 

	Constitution:
	9 July 1900, effective 1 January 1901 

	Political system:
	chief of state: Queen of Australia ELIZABETH II, represented by a Governor General 

head of government: Prime Minister 

	Legislative system:
	bicameral Federal Parliament: the Senate and the House of Representatives 

	Flag description:
	blue with the flag of the UK in one of its corners and a large seven-pointed star; the star has one point for each of the six original states and one representing all of Australia's internal and external territories; the rest of the flag is a representation of the Southern Cross constellation in white with one small five-pointed star and four larger, seven-pointed stars 


	International Issues
	Australia


	
	East Timor (independent 1999) and Australia continue to meet but disagree over how to delimit a permanent maritime boundary and share unexploited petroleum resources.


