The Roman Conquest of Britain
1. Britain before the Romans

The Britons, or Celts, did not read and write before the Romans arrived, and they worshipped many nature gods. They spoke Celtic and were divided into small tribes ruled by kings or chieftains. The Britons built forts on hilltops for defense and lived in round huts. They wore brightly colored and patterned cloaks.
2. The Reasons for the Roman Invasion of Britain


Led by Claudius, the Roman emperor, the Romans invaded Britain in AD 43 because:

- 
Julius Caesar visited Britain in 55BC and reported that the soil was good, there was plenty of food and people that could be used as slaves, but the Romans did not have a large enough army to invade Britain.
· Britain was rich in natural resources such as metal ore and crops.

· Because the Britons were divided into separate tribes that fought amongst themselves, they were easy to conquer.

· Rome´s trade with Britain was threatened due to the fighting that began between two British tribes. 
· Perhaps Claudius, who was considered an old fool by many, wanted to prove he could conquer new lands.
3. The Romans Brought Town Life to Britain 

Good roads, temples, and farming villas were built by the Romans. Some towns like London, Exeter, York, and Chester are as important today as they were when the Romans founded them. The Romans created new laws and introduced written Latin. Christianity became the official religion during the 2nd century AD. This does not mean that all Britons immediately became Christians; many continued to worship their old gods.  
4. Rebellions against the Romans 

There were some rebellions against the Romans, but they easily defeated them. However, in AD 60, Queen Boudicca and her Iceni tribe attacked Colchseter, the Roman capital city. She went on to destroy London and St Albans. Boudicca was finally defeated in a great battle. 
Find out why Boudicca opposed the Romans.
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