Ancient Greece

What do you know about Greece ?
1.Locate modern Greece : continent, seas, climate

2.The Olympic Games _ since 776 BC.





Sports  competitions in honour of Gods 





Every four years.









(pp173,nº 2 )

3.Theatre – Epidaurus




(pp 173 , nº 3)

4.The First Historian -  Herodotus 



(pp 173 , nº 4)







link:The Games at Olympia-Ancient Greece
Greek Territories
South of the Balkan Peninsula and Mediterranean Islands.

Mountainous territory.

Independent cities  polis  .

Difficult living conditions . Between 6th and 8th centuries BC emigration across The Mediterranean Sea.  Foundation of colonies
Later on , 4th Cent BC ,King Philip II of Macedonia and his succesor expanded the Greek territories until the Indus river.They conquered Persia,Syria,Egypt and Mesopotamia.









(pp 175,exc 1 and 2-except point 3)

Periods of Ancient Greece

The Archaic Age.From 9th to 5th cent BC.Creation of Polis and Mediterranean expansion .






“Emporion”-Ampuria Brava and “Malaca” – Malaga were two greek colonies in Spain.

The Classical Age.From the 5th to mid 4th cent BC.

War against Persia.Persian War.
Supremacy of Athens and Sparta.The Delian League
War between Athens and Sparta -Peloponnesian War.
The Helenistic Age. From 338 BC to the 1st cent BC.

Formation of a large empire under King Philip II of   Macedonia and his son Alexander the Great.


(pp 176 & 177, Read the chart)


(pp177,exc 1,2,3,4.in their notebook)
The First Polis  .Political System

Oligarchy –Rule of a few aristocrats.They had the lands,they were the richest and they had the power.Sparta is a good example.
Democracy – government of the people. Only “citizens” could vote.Citizens were all those who were born in Athens and whose parents had been born in Athens.

Foreigners (metecos)

Slaves

Women 

Could not  vote
How did democracy work?

There were three institutions:

1 The Assembly or EKKlesia.The citizens met four times a month and voted by lifting their hands.

2.The Magistrates . They were civil servants who implemnted the laws.The strategoi directed the army and navy , the Boule or council presided over the courts and religious rites.

3.The Courts of Justice formed by 6000 citizens elected every year.

If you were a bad citizen you were expelled and sent to ostracism.





(pp,178,doc 2—pp 179 , doc3,4,5,6,)

Sparta was different

Only 9,000 citizens had full rights,the spartiates.They controlled public life and the army.
Life in Sparta was very strict and hard.

The Spartiate believed in army preparation for everybody,including women. 

Babies were left on their own when they were born: only the strongest survived.

At the age of 7 boys were sent to military school.





(pp,180,doc 1&2 )(pp181,doc 3&4 exc 2)




(pp184,exc2.   pp185,exc9,just read)

What was life like?

In a city, life was organised around the agora and the acropolis.

Agora-the public square.

The acropolis-was the area where the temples and main buildings were.It was high up for protection.
The streets were narrow and dark.

The houses were small and the women stayed in a part called the gynaeceum. 

Craftsmen sold their products in workshops (pottery,weapons,fabrics....)

Many cities were by the sea and had enormous harbours to guard the ships.

Peasants lived in the countryside and were poor.They cultivated vines , wheat and olive trees.







( pp,188-doc 1&2)(pp 189-doc 3,4,5.ecx 1&2)
People were very religious: they had an altar at home , they celebrated many daily events at the sanctuaries 
and they took part in the Olympic games.







( link : BBC Schools-ancient Greece resources)

Greek religion
Ancient greeks were polytheistic.Their gods had the form of human beings  and some were successful 

athletes.The gods were inmortal and were part of stories ( myths).They intervened in public life expressing 

their wishes through omens and sent messages to the priests(oracles).Most of them lived on Mount 

Olympus.






(pp,191-doc 3&4)(pp,193 doc 3&4)

( link : Ancient Greece for children)
REMEMBER   The Greek language was imported to many countries:Egypt (Rossetta Stone),Iberia,Mesopotamia...Alexandria ,north of Egypt had the most important library in the world






(link : Daily life in Ancient Greece)

Greek Art
Temples
Temples were places of worship to the many gods.

They were smaller and incorporated proportion and harmony.They were built for the citizens to enjoy.

Temples were made of stone or marble.Sometimes they were painted in bright red and blue.
Roofs were flat.There were no arches or vaults and the building rested on a base.
There were many columns .Three different styles: DORIC , IONIC and CORINTHIAN.

Important parts of a temple are:        the base






the shaft






the capitel





the arquitrave






the frieze






the cornice






the pediment

The Parthenon in Athens is the perfect example of a Greek temple.

(pp 194 ,  195 )

Sculpture

Statues were made in marble and bronze.

Relifs were important.

It had a religious function representing gods ,goddesses and heroes.

It expressed the beauty and harmony of the human body.

It changed throughout the periods:
Archaic Period – very rigid figures , naked athletes and dressed women     Kore
Classical Period – Realistic representation of the human body.”Discuss thrower” by Myron,”Doryphorus” by Policleto and “Hermes” by Praxíteles.

Hellenistic Period – Expression and feeling became important.The figures had dramatic movements.Female bodies were covered by a thin cloth.”The Victory of Samothrace” , “The Laocoon” and the “Galata” are important examples.







(pp,194 , 195 & 199)

Pottery

There are many remains  and give us lots of information on Greek life.

Red and black were their favourite colours.There are many shapes . Hydria, amphora,  krater..







(pp,196 &197 “Do it yourself”)
Who were they?

SOCRATES :

 a philosopher.

FIDIAS :       

 a sculptor who worked on the Parthenon

HIPOCRATES :
 a famous doctor (Hippocratic oath).
ARCHIMEDES 
 a mathematician.

SOPHOCLES  :   
 an author of tragedies.

ARISTOPHANES :    an author of comedies.

EUCLYD: 

 a mathematician specialized in Geometry.

ERATHOSTENES :
 a geographer and asronomer.
HERODOTUS :       
 the first historian.

WHAT DO WE OWE THE GREEKS?

1.A language - (democracy,ginecologia,Elena,Irene...)

2.DEMOCRACY – our political system.

3.Reason -  Philosophy

4.Scientific thought – Geography,History,Maths,Physics..

5.Theatre – tragedies and comedies.

6.Fabulous works of art.









(link : Daily life in Ancient Greece)
