Hatshepsut 
(Reign: 1479 B.C. to 1458 B.C.)

Wearing the royal headdress, with a pharaoh’s traditional fake beard on her chin, Hatshepsut was officially the “female king” of Egypt. Not bad for a girl who was forced to wed her 8-year-old half brother at 13.

Now for action! Hatshepsut waged successful warfare against fierce invaders. She created a magnificent temple to the sun god, Amun. Organizing a five-ship expedition to faraway lands, she brought ivory, ebony, gold, and trees to Egypt. Trees? Egypt needed them to grow fragrant incense, burned by the ton in the temple’s ceremonies.

To celebrate her 15th year of rule, Hat had two 100-foot obelisks erected. Getting the granite for the structures down the Nile River took a long barge, 27 boats, and 850 rowers!

Hat was an excellent ruler—so good that she kept the pharaoh-to-be on the sidelines until she died. But she lives on in spirit. In modern Egypt, Hatshepsut’s wonders, from an obelisk to an incense tree, are still standing after nearly 3,500 years.

Nefertiti 
(Reign: 1336 B.C. to 1334 B.C.)

Although Nefertiti translates as “the beautiful one has come,” Egyptologists hotly debate what she really looked like. But this queen was more than just a face.

Nefertiti co-ruled with her pharaoh-husband, and they had big changes in mind. One day they made a shocking proclamation that Egyptians would now worship only one god. To honor the religion, the royal couple built a new capital city called Akhetaten that was filled with exciting new art and architecture.

Their world didn’t last. When Tutankhamun became pharaoh, the new capital was abandoned. Though some of the art was rescued, gone was the one-god religion from the ancient world. In the modern world, though, Nefertiti remains a name—and a face—that won’t soon be forgotten.

