1º ESO                FIRST CIVILIZATIONS                  
                HISTORY

Appearance of WRITING 3,000 years BC.

End of Prehistory.

HISTORY begins

Writing appeared in order to register and control trade.

( Read pp 145 ,”cuneiform” writing and the calendar)
The First Civilizations appeared about 3,000 years BC next to big rivers :
1.Mesopotamia :rivers Tigris and Euphrates.

2.Egypt : river Nile.

3.India : river Indus.

4.China : Yellow and Blue rivers.

(Look at map pp 147 )

Characteristics first civilizations
1.Strong political power---- king




       - civil servants




       -large army

2.Hierarchical society  ------ rich priviliged people




------- poor subjugated people

3.Important artistic development.

(pp 146 Look at Hammurabi Code,explain the meaning )

( Internet link  British Museum or other-pp 145)

MESOPOTAMIA
1.Independent city-states developed 3,000 years BC.Important towns were Babylon and Ur.
2.Each city was surrounded by walls.
3.Located between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates and also called “The Fertile Crescent”.

4.Trade became important.

5.Clearly marked social divisions:   King





          Nobility





          Priests





          Civil Servants





          Peasants





          Craftsmen





          Slaves

Important figures in Mesopotamia were the civil servants.They had great power and organised the state.Amongst them, scribes were very important as they could read and write and therefore controlled every activity.
A Social Pyramid

6.Religion in Mesopotamia was polytheistic.They believed in the existence of several Gods.Their gods were related  to nature but had human form.The Gods lived in temples.

Mesopotamian people did not believe in life after death.

The king was also a God.

7.The first schools in the world were found in Mesopotamia.

8.Mesopotamian art was important.There are two main aspects:
Architecture.They used brick and adobe for materials.They built palaces (at Khorsabad) and temples.Sometimes these temples had the form of a pyramid and they are called ziggurats.

Sculpture.They used stone.They built statues and made reliefs with hunting and war scenes.

(pp 153 doc 4-read) (pp151,exc 1).(pp157 ,extension-all except “federative age”.Ask them to translate two paragraphs,the rest read in class).
