Geography and History - 1st year - UNITS 10-11 : THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS

	T.1 FROM PREHISTORY TO HISTORY

a) Evolution to history

b) Appearance of writing

c) River civilizations: Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China

d) Organisation of urban societies


	
	T.2 MESOPOTAMIA

a) Extension

b) Evolution 

c) Economy: trade

d) Politics: the king/emperor

e) Society

f) Religion

g) Culture and art



	
	UNITS 10-11 : THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS

	

	
	T.3 EGYPT

a) Extension

b) Evolution 

c) Economy: the Nile

d) Politics: the pharaoh

e) Society

f) Religion

g) Culture and art


	


T.1 FROM PREHISTORY TO HISTORY

a) Evolution to history:

· First ancestors (7 MM years ago) to 10,000 years ago: Palaeolithic Age

· 10,000 years ago: Neolithic Age

· 7,000 years ago: Metal Age

· 6,000 years ago: appearance of writing

b) Appearance of writing

· important for people living in cities = system of control to keep the data (taxes, trade transactions, name of people, amount of harvest, holy book...)

· consequence ( beginning of HISTORY
c) River civilizations:

· First urban civilizations 6,000 years ago

· Mesopotamia – the Tigris and the Eufrates

· Egypt – the Nile

· India – the Indus

· China – the Yellow (Huang) and Blue (Yangtze) rivers

· Features:

a) Tribes (Palaeolithic) ( small villages (Neolithic) ( small cities (Metal Age) ( large cities ( empires (Mesopotamia and Egypt)

b) Artistic development: art = symbol of power

c) A strong political power: THE KING or PHARAOH (political and religious powers)

d) Hierarchical society: 

· PRIVILEDGED PEOPLE (e.g. land owners, civil servants and armies)

· NON-PRIVILEDGED PEOPLE

T.2 MESOPOTAMIA (‘between rivers’)

a) Extension:

· Area between the Mediterranean Sea to the Persian Gulf

· Northern Mesopotamia or Assyria (Tigris and Eufrates)

· Southern Mesopotamia or Akkad
· Main cities: Babylon, Sumer, Assur, Ur, Nineveh, Sidon, Tiro, Jerusalem
b) Evolution of Mesopotamia:

· 3,000 BC: hegemony of Sumerians (organisation in independent cities)

· 2,330 BC: King Sargon founded the Akkadian Empire

· 2,200 BC: end of Akkadian Empire ( time of division

· 1,800 BC: hegemony of Babylonian Empire

· 1,300 BC: Assyrian Empire

· 600 BC: Mesopotamia conquered by the Persians
Time line:

	


c) Economy: 

· Economic development: construction of irrigating canals through the rivers

· Division of work (specialisation): farmers, craftsmen, traders...)

· People of different professions live in a particular quarter of the town

· Trade between Asia Minor, the Mediterranean and Syria: buy raw material ( sell manufactured products
· Barter 

d) Politics:

· State organisation to help the king (emperor):

· KING or EMPEROR
· GOVERNORS (political and military power at provinces)

· CIVIL SERVANTS (they can write, read, count and collect taxes; e.g. mandarins in China, scribes in Egypt) 

· Creation of legal documents, rules, laws (e.g. the Code of Hammurabi)

e) Society:

· PRIVILEDGED PEOPLE (e.g. land owners, civil servants and armies)
· Aristocracy (the palace): the king, his family, nobility (land owners, political and militar powers)

· Priests (the temple, land and craft workshops owners, co-operation with the government)

· Civil servants: scribes (specialised in registering laws, writing; political power)

· NON-PRIVILEDGED PEOPLE

· Free people (they have rights): peasants working the owners’ land (must give them part of the harvest), craftsmen (weavers, carpenters, goldsmiths, perfumers,...; women: men’s properties

· Slaves: no rights, they are properties

f) Religion:

· Polytheistic: An (heaven god), Ki (Earth goddess), Enil (god of the atmosphere, protector of human beings), Ninlil,...

· Not belief in life after death

· Temple: residence of gods (ziggurat)

· Animal and human sacrifices, offering statues, wizardry

(Draw the map of Ancient Mesopotamia at the back of this page)

g) Culture and Art:

· First schools in the history of humanity (scribe training, scientists, theologians, linguists,...)

· School: centre of Mesopotamian culture. Only for men of the richest families. Levels: elementary (read and write) ( advanced (other subjects)

· Architecture:

· Material: brick and adobe
· Supporting structure: Arch and vault
· Cities surrounded by walls of bricks

· Buildings: temple, palace (Khorsabad), wide street (for richest families), adobe houses (poorest people), monumental gates (Ishtar Gate), temples (Babylon)

· Decoration: coloured clay strips, reliefs and frescos

· Sculpture:
· Material: stone
· Statues of kings and gods, animal figures with human heads (chimeras, sphynxes) reliefs with hunting and war scenes 

T.3 EGYPT

a) Extension:

· Area along the river Nile

· Upper Egypt: South, narrow valley

· Lower Egypt: North, wide delta

b) Evolution of Egypt:

· 3,100 BC: King Menna united the Lower and Upper Egypt

· 2,200 BC: Old Empire (constructions of the great pyramids)

· 1800 BC: New Empire ( extension of the Empire to Palestine and Syria

· 1100 BC: Egypt under the domination of Persians and Greeks

· 1st cent BC (s.I a.C.): invasion of Romans 

Time line:

	


c) Economy: the Nile

· Agriculture: rise and fall of river Nile (  fertile lands (slime left when the river moves back)

· Building of dams to contain the river floods; irrigating canals

· Communications: sailing along the Nile

· Trade and barter 

d) Politics: the pharaoh

Functions: 

· Governs the country (different dinasties)

· Land owners
· Approves laws
· Controls trade
· Leads the armies
· They are gods: people kneel at them and they have magical powers

e) Society:

· Noblemen: pharaoh's family 

· Priests: land and herd owners; colossal fortunes

· Vizier: prime minister, helps the pharaoh

· Civil servants: scribes 

· Peasants: work the land for a part of the harvest (as salary)

· Sailors, soldiers, craftsmen, merchant
· Slaves: no rights, build the great monuments, work in copper mines, they're soldiers

f) Religion:

· Polytheistic: god of the sun (Ra, Amun, Atum), Isis, Osiris, Horus

· Belief in life after death

· Sacred animals and elements: crocodile, the Earth, the river Nile

· Temple: residence of gods; place for religious rites
· Pyramids: tombs
(Draw the map of Egypt on top of next page)

g) Culture and Art:

· Hieroglyphics 
· School: centre of Mesopotamian culture. Only for men of the richest families. Levels: elementary (read and write) ( advanced (other subjects)

· Architecture:

· Material: brick and adobe
· Supporting structure: Arch and vault
· Cities surrounded by walls of bricks

· Buildings: temple, palace (Khorsabad), wide street (for richest families), adobe houses (poorest people), monumental gates (Ishtar Gate), temples (Babylon)

· Decoration: coloured clay strips, reliefs and frescos

· Sculpture:
· Material: stone
· Statues of kings and gods, animal figures with human heads (chimeras, sphynxes) reliefs with hunting and war scenes 
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