1º ESO  ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS : EGYPT

Location and Chronology

The Egyptian Civilization developed along the river Nile between  3100BC and 31BC.

Two parts –Upper Egypt


     -Lower Egypt

(Lok at map pp161 and atlas)

Three historical periods: The Old Empire




     The Middle Empire




     The New Empire

It disappeared in the 1st century BC when it was conquered by the Romans.

How do we know?

Hierogliphics-“Rosetta Stone”

Buildings

Paintings

Objects

(pp 159, “Deciphering hieroglyphics)

Importance of the river Nile

1.Fertile lands ( 1km on either side)

2.The river flooded once a year and deposited (s) lime excellent for agriculture(Snow melts in the summer).(Doc 2,pp160)

3.Construction of dams and canals.(Doc 1,pp160)

4.Means of communication and transport:Big ships sailed up and down.

5.Agricultural inventions:the plough.(pp 159,picture)

(pp161 “Research .Copy the questions in notebook and answer them)

Social structure

(Social Pyramid)

The pharaoh- Complete power, considered a GOD, he had magical powers.

The Priests – controlled the religious rites. They were very powerful.

The Vizier – helped the pharaoh.

 Noblemen – relatives of the pharaoh , very rich.

Priests – Religious rites.Very rich.

The Scribes    very,  very  important.

They could read,write and count.They were responsible for official documents.

Civil Servants – kept account of goods and taxes.

Merchants and craftsmen – there was no money. They bartered with products.

Peasants

Soldiers

Slaves- they had no rights.Usually prisoners of war.
(Link -British Museum for Children-Egypt –daily life )
 Social Pyramid
Daily life of the rich   

(162 and doc 3 and 4  )

The hard life of a peasant
(pp165,doc4 ,doc2 ,doc1     ----answer Research  1 )

Egyptian religion

Polytheistic- many Gods – animals – natural phenomena

Inmortality – mummification

Egyptian Art

Temples –sanctuary – Karnak – Luxor

Pyramids –stone –Giza(Khafa,Khafra and Menkaura)
Hypogea – excavated tombs in the mountain for protection.(Valley of the Kings,Valley of the Queens).
Fresco paintings – very clourful and descriptive.

Sculpture – polychromatic-gods-scribes and pharaohs.(pp163,doc 3,just look;pp162,doc 2)

(pp166.Questions 1,2,3,4)(pp167.”Research-1,2,3)
