What is archaeology?

Archaeology is the study of artefacts used and left behind by man in the past. The study, reproduction and use of these helps archaeologists in their attemps to reconstruct the lives of the people who used them in everyday life.

Most of the artefacts recovered by archaeologists were left behind in the past accidentally and have only been found by chance. Its is often hard to tell how old artefacts are, but modern technology can sometimes be used to date them.


For example, the Mary Rose ship is special because she gives us a information about a known time. The date of her sinking was recorded as 19 July 1545, more than 450 years ago. As the ship sank, she settled on her side on the sea bed. As the years past, the upper side of the ship was washed away and lost forever by stormy seas. Mud gradually covered the rest of the ship and helped to preserve the wood for hundreds of years. The wreck has provided archaeologists all over the world with evidence of naval history in Tudor times.

It was in 1965 that divers rediscovered the ship on the sea bed. They surveyed and recorded the ship using tape measures and waterproof cameras. It was not until 1982 , 17 years later, that the Mary Rose was raised to the surface of the Solent from the sea bed and placed in a dry-dock within Portsmouth Dockyard. 
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The Mary Rose remains the only ship in the world of the Tudor period to be on show to the public.
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 The Mary Rose ship on the sea bed after she sank.
