Natural environments
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How do people adapt to natural environments?

Elements of the natural environment: earth, water, the atmosphere and living things.

Climate: refers to long-term weather trends. Since people can’t intentionally change climate, they have to adapt to it, for example:

· Russians wear fur hats to protect themselves from the cold. 

· Spaniards take a siesta, or rest, in the hottest part of the afternoon.

I. Activities on Jiddah (BEFORE READING – Use a world map to help you answer the questions -1st year): 

1. Find Jiddah (or Jizan) on a map

2. What land mass is it on?

3. What watershed is it near?

4. How far is it from Makkah (or Mecca)?

5. What is its geographic coordinates?

6. What can you tell about Jiddah’s climate?

II. Read Jiddah's text and fill in the research grid, use other sources to help you.
	topic
	source
	relevant information

	Relief
	
	

	Watershed
	
	

	Climate
	
	

	Population
	
	

	Main towns
	
	

	Territories
	
	

	Languages
	
	

	Currency
	
	

	Further information
	
	


III. Final questions:

1. How do you value the land you live on?

2. How does the land affect people?

3. How do people try to overcome the limitations of natural hazards?

4. When is it impossible to overcome nature?

5. Was there a way the disaster could have been prevented?

6. Was there a way the damage could have been minimized?

7. Fill in the following headings including examples of your own: Overcoming the Land, Overcoming the Water, Overcoming the Climate, Overcoming Other Living Things.  

· Highways and roads (help people overcome rough terrain so they can reach a destination quickly)

· Bridges, storm sewers and levees (help people overcome water) 

· Air conditioners (help people overcome the limits of high temeratures. There’s no need for a siesta if you’ve got an air conditioner)

· Pesticides and vaccines (help people overcome a few of the dangers posed by other living things)

How do people adapt to natural environments?

Elements of the natural environment: earth, water, the atmosphere and living things.

Climate: refers to long-term weather trends. Since people can’t intentionally change climate, they have to adapt to it, for example:

· Russians wear fur hats to protect themselves from the cold. 

· Spaniards take a siesta, or rest, in the hottest part of the afternoon.

I. Activities on Jiddah (BEFORE READING – Use a world map to help you answer the questions -1st year): 

1. Find Jiddah (or Jizan) on a map

2. What land mass is it on?

3. What watershed is it near?

4. How far is it from Makkah (or Mecca)?

5. What is its geographic coordinates?

6. What can you tell about Jiddah’s climate?

II. (AFTER READING – 3rd year)

1.  How did the people who lived in Jiddah, and those who came there to trade, have to deal with the climate?

2. How did they shape their lives around it?

3. What happened to those who ignored the climate and tried to travel off-season?

4. How did some of the people use technology to overcome nature?
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Debate for 3rd year:

Choose five ways people currently try to overcome nature. Make sure they are things that affect you personally, like air conditioners and pesticides. Divide the class into three teams for a debate. One team argues that yes, the benefits outweigh the costs. The second team argues that no, the costs outweigh the benefits. The third team moderates, posing the questions and deciding which team has argued more persuasively. 
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